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In industrial and pharmaceutical processes, the study of residual
products becomes essential to guarantee the quality of compounds
and to eliminate or minimize toxic residual products. Knowledge
about the origin of impurities (raw materials, processes, the
contamination of industrial plants, etc.) is necessary in preventive
treatment and in the control of a product’s lifecycle. Benzyl
chloride is used as raw material to synthesize several quaternary
ammonium compounds, such as benzalkonium chloride, which
may have pharmaceutical applications. Benzaldehyde, benzyl
alcohol, toluene, chloro derivatives of toluene, and dibenzyl ether
are compounds that may be found as impurities in technical benzyl
chloride. We proposed a high-performance liquid chromatography
method for the separation of these compounds, testing two
stationary phases with different dimensions and particle sizes,
with the application of photodiode array-detection. The

linearity for four possible impurities (benzaldehyde, toluene,
o,a-dichlorotoluene, and 2-chlorotoluene) ranged from 0.1 to

10 pg/mL, limits of detection from 11 to 34 ng/mL, and
repeatability from 1% to 2.9% for a 0.3-1.2 pg/mL concentration
range. The method was applied to samples of technical benzyl
chloride, and o,0-dichlorotoluene and benzaldehyde were
identified by spectral analysis and quantitated. The selection of
benzyl chloride with lower levels of impurities is important to
guarantee the reduction of residual products in further syntheses.

Introduction

Benzyl chloride is a volatile organic compound that is consid-
ered toxic for human health and the environment, according to
Directive 76/464/CEE (1). It is used as a quaternizant agent in
synthesis of cationic surfactants and betaines (2,3). Benzyl chlo-
ride is synthesized from chlorination of toluene by means of
light, heat, or catalysis (4). In this synthesis route, other com-
pounds may be synthesized from toluene (2-chlorotoluene and
o,o-dichlorotoluene) or originated from further reactions (ben-
zaldehyde and benzyl alcohol), as is shown in Figure 1A. Another
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alternative synthesis of benzyl chloride is acid hydrolysis of
dibenzyl ether (5) (Figure 1B).

The analysis of technical benzyl chloride impurities is
described in two papers and by one patent under various separa-
tion conditions using gas chromatography (GC) (6-8). Rao and
Subbaram have determined o,a-dichlorotoluene as a principal
impurity at < 1% levels (6). In addition to a,a-dichlorotoluene,
Babina and Kvartalnova have detected toluene and chloro-
toluene using a glass column to avoid the corrosion of metallic
parts (7). Galazka has proposed two methods, one for benzyl
chloride and another for benzyl alcohol using a column packed
with two materials. Benzaldehyde, toluene, o, a-dichlorotoluene,
and chlorotoluene were separated from technical benzyl chloride
and dichlorotoluene, dibenzyl ether, and benzyl benzoate from
benzyl alcohol (8).

In addition, benzyl chloride as a residual product may be ana-
lyzed in conjunction with a,a-dichlorotoluene in other tech-
nical products as benzaldehyde by GC (9) and normal-phase
high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) (10). These
two compounds were detected in 2-chlorobenzaldehyde using
GC coupled with mass spectrometry (MS) (11). Also, benzyl chlo-
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Figure 1. Synthesis route of benzyl chloride and possible derivatives, from
toluene (A) and from dibenzyl ether (B).
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ride and amines are determined as toxic impurities of pharma-
ceutical process by solid-phase microextraction—GC (12). On the
order hand, mixtures of toluene, benzyl chloride, a,a-dichloro-
toluene, and benzitrichloride were separated without any refer-
ence to real samples by GC (13).

In environmental analysis, benzyl chloride is separated from
other pollutants in atmospheric matrices by GC-MS, GC, and
HPLC. Benzyl chloride is analyzed in the air by capillary GC (14)
and, together with other compounds of interest to this study,
toluene (15) and chlorotoluene (16), by means of GC-MS. These
compounds have been quantitated in aqueous matrices (tap
water and river water) by reversed-phase HPLC (17), and in nat-
ural waters, benzyl chloride is determined with monochloro-
toluenes by GC (18). Martinez et al. (1) have analyzed 40 volatile
organic compounds from different chemical groups (such as
benzyl chloride and monochlorotoluenes) in surface rivers, efflu-
ents, and coastal waters by GC-MS. In industrial emissions and
chemical waste disposal sites, benzyl chloride is determined with
dichlorotoluene and chlorotoluene (19) by GC-MS and with
chlorobenzene, naphthalene, and biphenyl in waste gas by HPLC
(20). In wastewater from factories for benzyl chloride produc-
tion, a,a-dichlorotoluene, benzyl chloride, and benzitrichloride
were quantitated by means of capillary GC-MS after the extrac-
tion with activated carbon fiber in solid-phase microextraction
(21).

HPLC studies for retention prediction and struc-
ture-retention relationships have separated analyte series, such
as benzyl chloride, benzyl alcohol, toluene, chlorotoluene, and
benzaldehyde with different stationary phases, and with
methanol-water and acetonitrile-water as mobile phases
(22-23). Also, Nesterenko et al. (24) separated benzaldehyde,
benzyl alcohol, and benzyl chloride (among others) in normal-
phase to evaluate a novel phase stationary and to compare it with
conventional phases (silica and alumina).

Ocular and respiratory irritation has been used to assess for
chlorinated compounds as benzyl chloride, mono-, and dichloro-
toluene (25-28). The irritability potential increases when
hydrogen atoms are substituted by halogen atoms in toluene
structures with halogen atoms (16). Also, the toxicity of toluene
and monochlorotoluene in water (29-30), as well as the carcino-
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Figure 2. Influence of acetonitrile percentage on retention factor of studied six
compounds. Benzyl alcohol, A; benzaldehyde, {; benzyl chloride, ®;
toluene, 4; a,a-dichlorotoluene, B; 2-chlorotoluene, O.
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genicity and mutagenicity of benzyl chloride and a,a-dichloro-
toluene, has been studied (31-32).

United Nations Environment Programme (33) includes a
Cleaner Production Programme that recommends environ-
mental prevention of processes, products, and services. In pre-
vious papers, we proposed various methods for the analysis of
residual products formed during the synthesis of quaternary
compounds and the removal of benzyl chloride (2,3).
Nevertheless, another important aspect remains the analysis of
residual products from quaternizing agents.

We have opted for the HPLC method for the analysis of benzyl
chloride that is used to synthesize quaternary compounds
because we needed a set of methods for the routine analysis of
their production cycle, from raw materials to final products. The
composition of alkyl chains of quaternary compounds may be
analyzed by GC but with a previous treatment (Hoffman degra-
dation or other treatments with debenzylation) (34). HPLC
methods in reversed-phase with photodiode-array detection
allow analysis of the alkyl chain and its impurities without pre-
treatment. The technique chosen for the analysis of benzyl chlo-
ride is the same as that used for quaternary compounds because
the use of a single technique (HPLC) within the whole process,
instead of using different ones (GC, HPLC), represents great
advantages, such as saving both time and chemicals and
requiring less personnel training. Besides, HPLC is more readily
available in industrial control laboratories.

As mentioned earlier in the literature review, benzyl chloride
and potential impurities have been separated in normal- and
reversed-phase using several types of stationary phases and
mobile phases. Also, HPLC was a suitable technique for the
determination of these analytes in technical products (benzalde-
hyde) and in environmental matrices (benzyl chloride and
chlorotoluene). The purpose of this work is to develop a routine
and direct HPLC method for the determination of impurities in
technical benzyl chloride, offering low detection limits, short
analysis time, and compatibility with HPLC methods of quater-
nary compounds. The use of photodiode array detection allows
the verification of the identity of impurities by comparison with
standards.

Experimental

Apparatus and reagents

The HPLC system, a Waters (Milford, MA) chromatograph,
consisted of a 600 quaternary gradient system, 996 photodiode
array detector, Rheodyne injector, and Millenium 32 software.
The tested analytical C;5 columns were Symmetry 3.5 pum par-
ticle size, (150 x 4.6 mm i.d.) with a precolumn 5 pm (20 mm x
3.9 mmi.d.) (Waters) and LiChrospher, 5 pm particle size (250 x
4.0 mm i.d.) (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany).

The following solvents and reagents were used as mobile
phase: water obtained from Direct-Q 3 (Millipore, Milford, MA)
and acetonitrile (grade gradient) and triethylamine from Merck,
sodium acetate from BDH (Poole, England), and phosphoric acid
(85%) and acetic acid from Panreac (Barcelona, Spain). An
aqueous eluent containing 0.15% of triethylamine was adjusted
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at pH = 7 with phosphoric acid and filtered through 0.2 pm fil-
ters (MSI Separations, Westborough, MA).

The reagents: benzyl alcohol (99.8%), benzaldehyde (99.5%),
a,a-dichlorotoluene (98%), and 2-chlorobenzyl chloride (>
99%) were supplied by Aldrich (St. Louis, MO); 2-chlorotoluene
from Merck; dibenzyl ether (99%) from Avocado (Lancashire,
England), and toluene from Panreac. Technical benzyl chloride
was obtained from different commercial sources.

Preparation of standards and technical benzyl chloride

Stock solutions of benzyl alcohol, benzyl chloride, benzalde-
hyde, toluene, a,o-dichlorotoluene, and 2-chlorotoluene were
prepared at a concentration of 3 mg/mL in acetonitrile. A mix-
ture of these compounds was made up by suitable dilution using
mobile phase or acetonitrile according to tested conditions.
Technical benzyl chloride was diluted into the mobile phase to a
concentration of 3 mg/mL.

Chromatographic conditions
Chromatographic conditions were performed

using a second column (Symmetry C;g) of shorter length (150
mm) and smaller particle size (3.5 pm). It is expected that by
decreasing column length and maintaining a constant flow rate,
a reduction of time analysis may be reached. Another conse-
quence, the diminution of the resolution could be compensated
by decreasing particle size, which would cause an increase of the
resolution. Using 55% acetonitrile, the analysis time decreases 4
min, due to a decrease in retention factor for all compounds. The
resolution and symmetry, as it is shown in Figure 3, did not
suffer a substantial change in studied compounds. The standard
solution was prepared in acetonitrile because of its low solubility
in water. But the solution in mobile phase from stock solutions
was possible and the change of sample solvent (acetonitrile by
55% acetonitrile-45% aqueous eluent) in injected samples was
the decisive variable in the improvement of these two parame-
ters. Acetonitrile is a stronger solvent with lower viscosity than
mobile phase. These characteristics can affect peak shape (35).
Stronger solvent than mobile phase can interfere with the
adsorption of the sample at column head, causing broadening of

on a Symmetry C;g column with precolumn
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using as mobile phase 55% of acetonitrile and 2
45% of aqueous eluent at flow-rate of 1.0 20
mL/min. The injection volume was 20 pL and
detection was carried out at maximum of absorp-
tion of each compound in interval 190-202 nm.
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Chromatographic separation :

The separation of six structurally similar com- o8
pounds: toluene, chloro derivatives of toluene
(benzyl chloride, a,a-dichlorotoluene, 2-chloro-
toluene) benzaldehyde, and benzyl alcohol, was 02
tried on a C;g column with acetonitrile-water 0
(0.15% triethylamine neutralized to pH = 7 with
phosphoric acid) systems.

Initially, a column (Lichrospher C;g) with stan-
dard dimensions (5 pm particle size, 250 x 4 mm
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Figure 3. Improvement of resolution (A) and symmetry factor (B) using different combinations of
columns (Lichrospher or Symmetry) and sample solvent (acetonitrile or mobile phase: 55% acetoni-
trile-45% aqueous phase).
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i.d.) and different percentages of acetonitrile were
tested. The results are presented in Figure 2, and they show an
increase of retention according to the increase of mobile phase
polarity, obtaining a negative lineal relation to benzyl alcohol
and benzaldehyde. The retention of mono- and dichlorotoluenes
and toluene is hardly affected by the decrease in organic solvent,
producing a remarkable increase in retention from 60% acetoni-
trile. A critical separation of a,a-dichlorotoluene and toluene is
observed. Two isocratic conditions with different elution order
for the six compounds separation are achieved (at 85% acetoni-
trile in 5 min and 55% acetonitrile in 18 min). The latter condi-
tions were more suitable for the application of benzyl chloride
samples because the selectivity between benzyl chloride and ben-
zaldehyde and benzyl chloride and toluene or a,o-dichloro-
toluene is greater.

An improvement of separation concerning parameters of
retention time, resolution, and peak symmetry was attempted
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Figure 4. Chromatogram of sample solved in mobile phase at conditions
described in “Experimental” section (“Chromatographic conditions”). Benzyl
alcohol, peak 1; benzaldehyde, peak 2; benzyl chloride, peak 3; toluene,
peak 4; a,a-dichlorotoluene, peak 5; 2-chlorotoluene, peak 6.
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the peak and consequently a decrease of resolution. Different vis-
cosities between mobile phase and sample solvent can produce
peak distortions (fronting or tailing), which can be measured by
a symmetry factor. In this case, acetonitrile is less viscous than
mobile phase and the distortion was observed in front of peak; as
a result the symmetry factor less than 1. Figure 4 shows the sep-
aration of six compounds in less than 15 min with a symmetry
factor approximately 1 and resolution 5, except for toluene and
o,a-dichlorotoluene.

Quantitative and spectral analysis
Linearity and precision for four studied compounds (ben-
zaldehyde, a,a-dichlorotoluene, toluene, and 2-chlorotoluene)
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at concentrations that are present in the samples were studied.
Detection and quantitation limits based on Miller and Miller (36)
was also obtained (Table I). The detection limits are lower than
those obtained for others HPLC methods without preconcentra-
tion reported in literature. Lehotay and Hromuldkova (17)
obtained a detection limit of 2.5 ppm for chlorotoluene in iso-
cratic elution and 285 ppb in gradient elution with a
methanol-water as mobile phase, and detection at 220 nm.

The precision evaluated at one concentration of benzaldehyde,
a,a-dichlorotoluene, and 2-chlorotoluene, for 10 repetitions,
was 2.9% at 0.3 ug/mL and 1.4% at 1.2 pg/mL, and 1.0% at 0.6
pg/mL, respectively.

Initially, the chromatogram is gathered in wavelength interval
190-400 nm for the identification of the com-
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&

pounds. The first step is identification by
retention time; then, by applying a spectral
contrast technique (37) (incorporated in the
Millenium 32 software), peak purity, or peak
spectral homogeneity is assessed to look for
the presence of the other spectrally different
components into chromatographic peak.
Finally, again by means of the spectral contrast
technique, the sample peak is compared
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Figure 5. Chromatogram of commercial benzyl chloride. Benzaldehyde, peak 1; Benzyl chloride, peak
2; a,a-dichlorotoluene, peak 3; unidentified impurity; peak 4; Possible 2-chlorotoluene, peak 5.

against library created from standard spectra
at similar concentration level of samples for
spectral identification. If peak purity is
obtained and the identification against stan-

dard is positive. Two maxima were found for all

Table 1. Linear Equation, Correlation Coefficient, Detection Limits, and
Quantitation Limit of Impurities of Benzyl Chloride (n = 15)

the compounds, the former in the range
190-202 nm and the later in the range
205-250 nm. A relative absorption maximum

for each analyte was in the narrow range of

Concentration ~ Detection  Quantitation .
Compound y=a+bx R range (pg/ml) limit (ng/mb) limit (ng/mt) | (190-202 nm) and therefore this was chosen
for the quantitation.

Benzaldehyde —a+S,=3245+1528 09994  0.1-87 34 10 o .

b= S5y=39563 £ 276 Application to samples of technical
Toluene a+5,=7861+2935 benzyl chloride

b+ S, = 48865 + 487 0.9987 0594 M 3 Five samples of technical benzyl chloride of
woDichloro. 2+ 5. <1318+ 736 different commercial sources were analyzed.
toluene bes,=2ag08x130 000 0189 28 M In these samples, toluene was not detected,
o S 6612859 and benzaldehyde and o,a-dichlorotoluene
~hioro- 2,200 . re identify as impurities by retention tim
cluene be S, = 30297 & 149 09998  0.5-9.0 18 61 were identify as impurities by retention time

and spectral identification with peak purity.

Also, 2-chlorotoluene is found by using reten-
tion time criterion in four samples. Even so, in

Samples of Technical Benzyl Chloride (n = 3)

Table Il. Concentration of Impurities (pg/mL) and Variation Coefficients (%) in

three samples the peak has not passed the cri-
teria of purity and, in one sample, this peak has

not passed the criteria for spectra library iden-

*n.d. = not detected.
*u.l. = unidentified in spectra library.
*n.p. = has not passed criteria of peak purity.

Sample No. Benzaldehyde Toluene a,0-Dichlorotoluene Chlorotoluene tification. Consequently, quantitation of this
: : : ; peak in these samples was not possible.
3_58;; gg'} 21725‘1//)0) n'j' gjé gﬂ;‘;/)) ul . Possibly, they could contain a mixture of iso-
C-2164 919 0.65%) . 658 (072%) Ef)ﬁ mers (2-,3- and 4-chlorotoluene) (Table I
D-0098 3477 (0.45%) nd 3163 (0.37%) ul ~ Because unidentified impurities were found
E-1475 110 (3.7%) nd. 401 (0.6%) np. in technical benzyl chloride (Figure 5) the

capacity of the method for the separation and
other related compounds was tested. An
isomer of o, a-dichlorotoluene, 2-chlorobenzyl
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chloride, may be separated between a,o-
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dichlorotoluene and 2-chlorotoluene with retention time of 10.3
min. In addition, if benzyl chloride is synthesized by route B
(Figure 1), dibenzylether as a possible impurity could be sepa-
rated by this method at an elution time ~ 16 min. However, these
compounds were not encountered in the quantitated samples.

Commercial specifications of technical benzyl chloride using
GC vary according to the manufacturers, possibly due to their
production process, process efficiency, and/or selected quality
parameters. Some commercial sources, for instance, have a spec-
ifications of less than 1,000, and 25,000 pg/mL for a,a-dichloro-
toluene. Also, the quantitated values of benzaldehyde and
o,0-dichlorotoluene by the HPLC method in five samples (50 to
35000 pg/mL for benzaldehyde and 65 to 31000 pg/mL for a,a-
dichlorotoluene) were obtained in a wide range of concentra-
tions (Table II).

An additional possible impurity as benzyl alcohol could not be
determined because an increase of the benzyl alcohol peak as a
function of time passed because the sample preparation was
observed. This fact had not been detected for standard solutions
but perhaps sample solutions of benzyl chloride at a working
concentration (3 mg/mL) may be hydrolyzed. A sample of tech-
nical benzyl chloride at 3 mg/mL concentration and dissolved in
mobile phase was successively injected into the chromato-
graphic system during a period of 5 h. Only the evolution of the
benzyl alcohol peak was observed. Although the hydrolysis of
o,0-dichlorotoluene to benzaldehyde could be possible (Figure
1), we did not observe a progress of the peak area for these com-
pounds.

If o,a-dichlorotoluene and benzaldehyde are present in tech-
nical benzyl chloride, their presence in quaternary compounds
such as benzalkonium chloride (BAK) synthesized from benzyl
chloride, may be expected. BAK in commercial formulation is
presented in solution of water or alcohols as isopropyl alcohol
(IPA) at 50% or more. In a previous paper (2), impurities of BAK
synthesized in laboratory using water and IPA were determined
but some were not identified. A review of these unidentified
impurities, applying spectral contrast technique, allowed the
detection of a,a-dichlorotoluene in BAK samples in IPA. Spectra
treatment of standards and samples using Savitsky-Golay filter
(mathematical process) (32) intended to reduce the noise and
reveal the spectral shape were performed in order to identify the
o,0-dichlorotoluene. Possibly, o,a-dichlorotoluene from benzyl
chloride yields benzaldehyde in aqueous medium, but this reac-
tion would not occur in IPA.

Conclusion

Six compounds (benzyl chloride, benzyl alcohol, benzalde-
hyde, toluene, a,,a-dichlorotoluene, and 2-chlorotoluene) which
possess similar synthesis routes were separated with isocratic
elution using octadecylsilica column. Application of the tech-
nique to samples of benzyl chloride for the determination of the
mentioned compounds and also 2-chlorobenzyl chloride and
dibenzylether was achieved. However, the quantitation of benzyl
alcohol is not possible in this matrix. Detection by means of a
photodiode array detector and treatment with spectral contrast

technique provided greater reliability in the identification of
impurities.

o,0-Dichlorotoluene and benzaldehyde, two possible impuri-
ties, were determined in technical benzyl chloride at wide range
concentration (from part per million to per cent) depending on
commercial sources. These compounds could be residual prod-
ucts in quaternary compounds synthesized from benzyl chloride.
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